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PICTURE CAPTION

MOST ports in the world, such as those under the authority of PNG Ports Corporation
Limited (PNGPCL) require pilotage, the practice where a pilot comes on board near the
entrance of the port and then assists the ship’s captain with bringing the ship into port,
and docking or anchoring in the designated anchorage.

The pilot also helps provide safe passage when the ship departs.

The role of a pilot is that of an adviser.

Contrary to common belief, the pilot does not take over command of the ship from the
captain. The captain stays in command and is ultimately responsible for the ship.

A pilot may assume the conduct of the ship, but only with permission of the master.

As both the harbor pilot and captain have the same goal - the safety of the ship - the
relationship is mutually courteous and professional.

Pilots are usually licensed master mariners and have years of experience in guiding ships in
and out of a specific port.
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They have a wealth of knowledge about the local currents, piers and docks, water depths,
communication procedures and regulations, and local users of the waterway.

As no two ports in the world are the same, this knowledge can be indispensable for a ship’s
captain who may be visiting a port for the first time or under adverse weather conditions.
On arrival at the breakwaters or fairway buoy, the ship is met by a pilot boat (Pictured is
one of PNGPCL'’s pilot boat; m.v. Davara).

The speed of the ship is adjusted to 8 to 15 knots, depending on the capabilities of the
pilot boat. Often, a course alteration also is necessary to provide the best possible lee
against wind and seas to ensure a safe and efficient pilot transfer from the pilot boat to
the ship.

The pilot boat will match the speed of the ship and come alongside near the pilot ladder
which is connected to an opening in the hull called a shell door.

In port, Eurodam uses these same doors to allow guests and crew to go ashore by means of
a gangway.

But when the pilot transfers from the boat to the ship, it’s by means of a rope ladder
suspended from a shell door.

The pilot is met at the top of the pilot ladder by a licensed deck officer who is in radio
communication with the bridge.

After the pilot’s ID has been checked he is then escorted to the bridge by the officer.

Upon arrival on the bridge the pilot is introduced to the captain and, usually over a cup of
coffee, the two discuss the ship’s arrival plan.

Sighted by:

Mrs. Heni Fabila
Marketing Manager

Edited & Endorsed by:

Mr. Stanley Alphonse
Chief Commercial Officer

Authorised by: @SQ

Mr. Brian Riches
Chief Executive Officer

Please tick | v | appropriate box for dissemination of Press Releases and other News Items.

[ VShipping Bulletin - Daily Newspapers
D/Ahoy newsletter

B/News Flash newsletter

Prepared by: Frank Asaeli, Public Relations Officer
Ph: 3084200/3084289



PNG PORTS CORPORATION LIMITED

HEAD OFFICE, STANLEY ESPLANADE, PORT MORESBY

PO BOX 671, PORT MORESBY, NCD, PAPUA NEW GUINEA
TELEPHONE: (675) 321 1400, FACSIMILE: (675) 321 1546

E-MAIL: enquiries@pngports.com.pg, WEBSITE: WWW.pngports.com.pg

%IGPCL Website



